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INTRODUCTION. 



The substance of this sketch was prepared 
for a meeting of the Woman's Alliance follow- 
ing the renovation of the church interior during 
the summer of 1907. Later it was read before 
the Congregational Union, where a request 
was made that it be printed. 

Since then it has been amplified by details 
which it is hoped will increase its interest. 
Ellen L. Ernst. 
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The First Congregational Society of Jamaica 
Plain. 

1769-1909. 

It is well that some event impels us now 
and then to look into the past and try to recon- 
struct from its outlines the beginning and 
development of an established institution of 
today. 

Such an impulse has come with the present 
renovation of our well known church, and we 
are tempted to ask anew for knowledge of its 
foundation, and of those who once worshipped 
and ministered here. Fortunately information 
is to be had for the seeking, and we may for a 
brief time let our imaginations dwell with those 
who have preceded us in building and main- 
taining the church which is our heritage. 

Let us close our ears to the sound of modern 
travel and our eyes to the surroundings of 
today, and let us picture to ourselves the 
Jamaica Plain of one hundred and forty years 
ago. 

We can see the broad center street running 
3 
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through it, bordered with fine elm trees, some 
of which still stand, giving us evidence of the 
beauty of the long road when none had been 
sacrificed to the demands of a spreading popu- 
lation. Along this road stretched the fertile 
meadows, the market gardens, the orchards of 
substantial and prosperous fanners and land 
owners, whose acres rolled back from the main 
road covering all the space where now are 
thickly settled streets. 

Simple and dignified were the houses built 
upon these large estates, well suited to the 
home life which people then led, when both 
work and pleasure centered in the family life. 
We see several of these homes today, 
fortunately, and we can surround them in 
imagination with the fields which were their 
birthright — The Curtis House dating from 
1722, The Hallowell House, 1738, The Loring- 
Greenough House, 1738, and others easy to 
recall. 

"The Country Road to Dedham " (•) this 
center street was then called, it " being a direct 
route from Boston to Dedham by way of ' the 
Neck ' and Roxbury Street," (*) and through 
Dedham to Providence. Express stages ran 
4 
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over it to and from Providence and the New 
York Boat, making the distance in four hours 
by frequent relays of horses. Accommodation 
stages also ran over the road for the use of 
those who did not wish to use their own 
carriages or go on horseback. 

Off this main road were to be found other 
residences. That of Sir Francis Bernard, 
royal governor of Massachusetts from 1760 
to 1769, was situated where now stands Mr. 
Edward Rice's house. It is said to have been 
a " stately mansion three stories in height," 
and the grand old trees which still spread their 
huge limbs over the lawn, and the quaint box 
edged garden on one side, tell their story of 
attractive outdoor surroundings. Other estates 
which are associated with the thread of the 
story we are trying to weave lay on South 
Street, and were occupied by members of the 
Weld family; and on Louder's Lane, which 
then included May Street, (5) was the house 
of Edward Bridge, built in 1650, and since 
1771 the property of the descendants of John 
May. 

Opposite the Baptist church stands a house 
well known to residents of Jamaica Plain, the 
5 
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pointed dormer windows of which give no 
suggestion that the house itself is one of the 
oldest in Jamaica Plain. It was originally a 
low, one and a half story building after the 
West Indian style, the land extending back 
to Stony Brook or River as it was then called. 
It was owned until 1740 by Eleazer May, 
whose name appears among those on the act 
of incorporation of the church. At the time 
we are now thinking of, it was the property 
of Mr. Benjamin Pemberton. 

In the year 1769 all of this region was 
included in the town of Roxbury, and the two 
churches of Roxbury were the First Parish 
Church, on the hill, now called Eliot Square, 
and the Second Parish Church on what is now 
Walter Street, West Roxbury. Part of Jamaica 
Plain was included in the West Roxbury 
Parish or precinct, and part in the First Parish, 
the dividing line being approximately where 
EHot Street is now. 

We can readily believe that both these 

churches seemed quite distant, and that the 

wish for a separate church had been growing 

for some time before any direct effort was 

6 
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made to establish one. The needed impulse 
came finally through Mrs. Susanna Pemberton, 
wife of Benjamin Pemberton. Having no 
children or direct heirs, she proposed to her 
husband that they should erect a place of 
worship on the Plain, chiefly at their own 
expense. Mr. Pemberton entered heartily into 
the project, which at that period entailed no 
small amount of work and trouble. In those 
days people were not at liberty to choose where 
they should worship, but were obliged to 
attend the church of the precinct or parish 
where they lived, the limits or bounds of which 
were carefully defined by the Great and Gen- 
eral Court. And not only must they go to 
the church where they legally belonged, but 
they were taxed to support it. No voluntary 
tax, no avoiding of responsibility, but each 
head of a family assessed his just proportion. 

To attempt, therefore, to make any change 
would naturally cause opposition, and the 
Second Parish would not consent to the 
separation until the several families living on 
Jamaica Plain, and desiring the separation, 
pledged themselves, the record says, to con- 
tinue to pay their "just and true proportion to 
7 
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the support of the Gospel with the Brethren 
of the Second Church." The proposal in the 
beginning was not to create a separate parish, 
but a separate " church form," or place of 
worship. 

" Copy of the Obligation which the Second 
Church of Christ in Roxbury offered to the 
Brethren of said Church (who had requested 
their consent towards their being imbodyed 
into a Church form) to be signed by them 
before said Church would vote to grant their 
said request. — viz : — 

" Whereas We the Subscribers, Members of 
the second Church of Christ in Roxbury have 
requested liberty of the said Church to imbody 
ourselves into a Regular Church form, so as to 
enjoy the Ordinances of the Gospel among 
ourselves, and whereas the said Church has 
objected against it, fearing some disadvantage 
should arise to them by means thereof: — 
Nowbeit known that we severally promise for 
ourselves, & afsociates that no use or improve- 
ment whatsoever shall be made of any such 
indulgence, in case the same shall be granted 
by the Church aforesaid at any time hereafter 
whatsoever, neither at the General Court, or 
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before any other Body, person or persons 
whatfoever; and We alfo covenant, bind & 
oblige ourselves &c severally to pay our just 
& due proportion to the support of the Gospel 
with the other Brethren of said second Church 
& members of that Society." 

Upon the aforewritten Obligation beii^ 
offered to said requesting Brethren for their 
signing it, as above mentioned, they proposed 
that the words " until we be set off by the 
General Court " should be added to it : After 
this the said church proceeded to vote as 
follows, viz.: — 

" Roxbury Nov' 21st 1770. At a meeting of 
the second Church of Christ in Roxbury regu- 
larly afsembled, Deacon John Davis Modera- 
tor. 

ist Put to Vote whether the words " untill 
We be set off by the General Court " fhall be 
added to the above obligation, which pafsed in 
the negative. 

2d Put to vote whether they would give 
them liberty to imbody into a Church form 
upon signing the above obligation, which 
pafsed in the affirmative. 

A true copy — John Davis Moderator." (S). 
9 
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" Dec. 6, 1770 — Upon receiving the follow- 
ing Certificate signed byOeacon John Davis 
& Deacon Ezra Davis, viz : " These may certify 
that the Brethren of the fecond Church of 
Christ in Roxbury which have applied for 
liberty to imbody into a Church form (who 
afsemble at Jamaica so called within said 
Roxbury) have Signed the Obligation which 
said second Church required of them at a 
Church Meeting Regularly afsembled on the 
2ist day of November last past, and are there- 
fore allowed liberty to imbody into a Church 
form agreeable to a vote then pafsed by said 
Church : Dated Dec. 3d 1770 & signed by John 
& Ezra Davis. Consequent upon receiving 
said Certificate said Brethren being afsembled 
at this meeting house, signed the following 
Covenant in order to imbody themfelves into 
a Church form as before mentioned." (5). 

" We whose names are hereto subscribed, 
apprehending ourfelves called of God into the 
Church state of the Gospel, do first of all con- 
fefs ourfelves unworthy to be so highly 
favoured of the Lord, & admire that free & 
rich Grace of his, which triumphs over so 
great unworthinefs, & then with an humble 
10 
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reliance, on the aids of Grace therein promised 
for them, that in a sense of their inability to 
do any good thing, do humbly wait on him 
for all. We now thankfully lay hold on his 
Covenant, & would do the things that please 
him. 

We declare our serious belief of the Christian 
Religion as contained in the Sacred Scriptures, 
& with such a view thereof, as the Confefsion 
of faith in our Churches has exhibited, heartily 
resolving to conform our lives unto the Rules 
of that holy Religion as long as We live in 
the World. 

We give up ourselves unto the Lord Jehovah, 
who is the Father & the Son & the holy Spirit, 
& avouch him this day to be our God, our 
Father, our Saviour & our Leader, & receive 
him as our Portion forever. 

We give up ourselves unto the blefsed Jesus, 
who is the Lord Jehovah, and adhere to him 
as the Head of his People in the Covenant of 
Grace & rely on him as our Priest, & our 
Prophet & our King to bring us unto Eternal 
blefsednefs. 

We acknowledge our everlasting & indis- 
pensable obligations to Glorify our God in all 
II 
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the Duties of a Godly & a sober & a righteous 
life, very particularly in the duties of a 
Church state, and a body of people afsociated 
for an obedience to him in all the Ordinances 
of the Gospel, & we therefore depend upon his 
Gracious afsistance for our faithful discharge 
of the duties thus incumbent upon us. 

We desire & intend, & with dependance on 
his promifed & powerful grace, we ingage to 
walk together as a Church of our Lord Jesus 
Christ in the faith & order of the Gospel, so 
far as we shall have the same revealed unto 
us, conscientiously attending the publick 
worfhip of God, the Sacraments of his new 
Testament, the discipline of his Kingdom, & 
all his holy Institutions, in communion with 
one another, & watchfully avoiding sinful 
stumbling blocks and contentions as becomes 
a people whom the Lord has bound up 
together in a bundle of life. 

And all this We do, flying to the blood of 
the everlasting Covenant, for the pardon of 
our many errors, & praying that the Glorious 
Lord, who is the great Shepherd would pre- 
pare & strengthen us for every good work, to 
do his will, working in us that which will be 
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well pleasing to him, to whom be glory for 
ever & ever. Amen. 

Edward Child John Mory Benj* Pemberton 

Joseph Brewer Eleazer Weld Wm. Burroughs 

Nathaniel Brewer Nathaniel Weld Lemuel Child 

Isaac Wilhams George Woods Henry Williams 

Abil Withington 

" Dec"" II — The Brethren, who had signed 
the Obligation mentioned on the other side, 
afsembled at ye Meeting house, with a number 
of other persons. The Rev^ Mr. John Bacon, 
after praying, preached an excellent Sermon, 
suitable to the Occafion, from those words by 
ye Prophet Jeremiah viz, " Come let us join 
ourselves to the Lord" &c. — After this the 
Rev<^ Doctor Eb' Pemberton Prayed, & then 
calling upon each of the Brethren by name, 
administered the Covenant to them, who 
standing up acknowledged the same: where- 
upon he declared their Acceptance into the 
number of the Churches of Christ with giving 
them a very solemn & suitable Exhortation & 
advice, respecting their future conduct & 
behavior; He then prayed again, & after pro- 
nouncing the Blessing, the Afsembly was 
dismifsed And this Church obtained the name 
of the third Church in Roxbury." (2). 
13 
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The dividing line between the First and 
Second Parish was nearly coincident with a 
line which would include today Walk Hill 
Street, South, Eliot and Prince Streets; all 
families towards Boston belonged to the First 
Parish, and all on the other side to the Second 
Parish. This is probably one reason the 
location for the church was chosen. 

The land upon which it was built was part 
of the tract bequeathed by John Eliot, known' 
as the "Apostle Eliot," to " that part of 
Roxbury, commonly called Jamaica or Pond 
Plain, for teaching and instructing the children 
of that end of the town, and to no other use, 
intent or purpose, under any color or pretense 
what ever." A rental of the land from the 
Eliot School Trustees was secured for eighteen 
shillings a year for twenty-one years, with 
arrangement for a renewal of this lease for 
twenty-one years more, a right of way being 
reserved to the school land behind, for Eliot 
Street was not cut through until 1800, "also 
all the Rates and Taxes that shall be assessed 
and levied on the Premises during the con- 
tinuance of this Lease, and also that they the 
Lessees will keep and maintain a Sufficient 
14 
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fence around the Premises in such manner as 
is customary between Abettors during the 
same (and whereas the Intention, Design and 
Expectation of both parties to this Instrument 
is that a Meeting house be Erected on the 
Premises herein leased) and that upon the 
Expiration of this Lease it be Renewed for a 
further term of twenty-one years, and so on as 
long as such Meeting House shall continue 
on the same." 0). 

The church was raised in September, 1769. 
It was built of wood, in the style common to 
New England meeting houses of the period. 

The first sermon was preached in the unfin- 
ished structure on the thirty-first day of 
December the same year, by Rev. Joseph 
Jackson of Brookline, who preached both 
morning and afternoon, administering the 
communion in the morning. His morning text 
was from Psalms LXV. : " Blessed is the man 
whom thou choosest and causest to approach 
unto thee, that he may dwell in thy courts. 
We shall be satisfied with the goodness of thine 
house, even thy holy temple." In the after- 
noon his text was from I. Chronicles XXII.- 
19 " Verse: " Now let your soul seek the Lord 
15 
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your God. Arise, therefore, and build ye the 
sanctuary of the Lord God, to bring the Ark 
of the covenant of the Lord, and the holy 
vessels of God into the house that is to be 
built in the name of the Lord." (3). 

When completed the house " contained 
thirty-four square pews, and three long seats 
for the poor on each side of the broad aisle next 
the pulpit on the ground floor. There were five 
narrow, long pews [for colored people, several 
of them slaves] (■*) in the front gallery against 
the wall, and long seats for the singers 
below." (3). 

The house cost about $4200.00 to build. 
During the life of Mr. Pemberton he sold 
twenty-three pews at $83.33 each.* 

The arrangement made to pay taxes to the 
Second Parish Church while supporting an- 
other could not be expected to continue very 
long without an effort being made to effect a 
complete separation, and two years later in 
April, 1771, we find that a petition for separa- 
tion was made, and summarily dismissed, as 
appears from a record of a legal meeting of 
said Precinct held April third, 1771, where is 
16 
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found this vote — " upon reading the Petition 
which Messrs. John Morey, Henry Williams, 
Ensign Samuel Scarborough and others of the 
Easterly part of our Precinct, to be set off to 
the New Meeting House in Said Precinct. And 
as Said Precinct is but small and scarcely able 
to support the Gospel as it ought to be, when 
all together, therefore voted to Dismiss their 
Petition." And in furtherance of this vote, at 
a meeting held May twenty-seventh, 1771, a 
Committee was chosen consisting of " Messrs. 
Jeremiah Richards, Nathaniel Whiting, David 
Weld, Lieutenant Ebenezer Whiting and 
Benamin Smith to make answer to the Great 
and General Court why the Prayer of the 
Petition of Benjamin Pemberton, Esq., and 
others should not be granted." 

One cause for this refusal was doubtless the 
element of permanence which entered into re- 
ligious oi^anizations of the olden time ; another 
was the inability of the Second Church to do 
without the support of those wishing to sepa- 
rate. Their church had fallen into such a 
dilapidated condition that the erection of a new 
one was a necessity, and there had been much 
discussion as to rebuilding and the site where 
17 



^obyGoo»^lc 



a new building should be placed. The record 
of their discussions and the votes passed in 
this relation is interesting, but it is not likely 
that the strong desire which the inhabitants 
of this part of the town cherished to establish 
a new society, at all tended to promote har- 
mony either of feeling or action. (*). 

" The Second Parish was thus placed in a 
most difficult position, and Mr. Pemberton and 
others at Jamaica Plain took advantage of this 
to accompHsh their long cherished purposes. 
They made the following very liberal offer, 
viz.: That if the Second Parish would permit 
the thirty-five families worshiping at Jamaica 
Plain to be set off as a separate Parish, and 
would unite with them in an effort to obtain 
from the Great and General Court an act of In- 
corporation, then the New Parish would pay to 
the Second Parish the sum of £666.-6s.-8p."(*) 
This offer was accepted at a legal meeting held 
October 2d, 1771. " Before the votes were-put, 
however, fourteen persons made a formal pro- 
test against the whole proceeding." Of this 
sum Mr, Pemberton contributed £ 533.-6s.-8p., 
and the other members of the Parish £ 133. (^) 
18 
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The united petition was presented to the 
Great and General Court, and an act of incor- 
poration granted, and as this act contains the 
names of the original members of the church 
it is worth quoting in full. 

" The following is an exact transcript of an 
attested copy of the Act now in possession of 
the Precinct Clerk. (*) 

"An Act passed by the Great and General 
Court or Assembly of His Majesty's Province 
of Massachusetts Bay in New England: Begun 
and held at Cambridge upon Wednesday the 
twenty-ninth day of May 1771, and continued 
by sundry Prorogations to Wednesday the 
ninth day of April 1772, and then met. 

1772 Anno Regni Regis GEORGII Tertii, 
Duodecimo, 

602 Precinct in Roxbury Incorporated. 

Chap. XI. 

An Act for incorporating a Number of the 
Inhabitants in the West Parish of Roxbury, 
with their Estates, into a distinct Parish or 
Precinct. 

Whereas at the Request of Messieurs 

Eleazer Weld, Joseph Brewer, John Child, 

19 
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Edward Child, John Lowder, Nathaniel 
Wheaton, Nathaniel Weld, John Coburn, 
Nathaniel Brewer, Daniel Harris, Elijah 
Whitney, Jonathan Pa yson, William Pepperrel, 
Ezra Davis, Samuel Scarborough, William 
WilKams, John Morey, John Lowder, Jun'r, 
Ebenczer Weld, Isaac Williams, Jacob Davis, 
William Burroughs, Thomas Weld, John 
Foster, Joshua Loring, Walter Logan, Edward 
Bridge, Henry Williams, Samuel White, John 
Keys, George Woods, Lemuel Child, Ezra 
Davis, Jun'r, Joseph Weld and Ebenezer Scott, 
all Inhabitants of the West Precinct in 
Roxbury, to be with their Lands set oflf a 
distinct Precinct or Parish at a legal Meeting 
of said West Precinct, on the second Day of 
October last, the said Parish Voted their desire 
unanimously, that the Persons aforementioned 
with their Estates within the Bounds follow- 
ing, should be set off from them, and erected 
into a separate and distinct Parish, and to 
join with said Petitioners in petitioning to the 
Great and General Court to ratify and confirm 
what said West Precinct had done by making 
it a distinct Parish, viz.: to begin at Sawmill 
Brook Bridge, so called, and run up said Brook 
20 
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until it comes even with the South East Corner 
of Mr. John Child's Pasture, then to run 
directly to said Corner, then to take the Stone 
Wall for said Line running Westerly, until it 
comes to Mr. John Harris' Pasture, then to 
keep said Course until it comes to Brookline 
Line, then to take the Lane leading by Mr. 
Daniel Harris's from the upper Road to the 
lower Road to be the Line, then the nighest 
Distance from the End of said Lane to Stoney 
River, so called, to be the said Line, then to 
run up said River until it comes to Dorchester 
Line in a small Swamp or Meadow near Capt. 
Atherton's Pasture above the Bridge, leading 
over said River, to Mr. Stephen Chamberlain's 
House which will complete the Bounds and 
Limits between said new proposed Precinct or 
Parish and the other remaining Part of the 
Precinct. 

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council and 
House of Representatives, that the persons 
aforementioned, Inhabitants of the West Pre- 
cinct in Roxbury, with their Estates and all 
the Lands within the Bounds aforesaid be, and 
hereby are incorporated into a Precinct, and 
that they shall and hereby have all the Rights, 
21 
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Privileges and Immunities which by Law 
Precincts have heretofore been vested with. 

And be it further enacted, That Samuel 
Dexter, Esq., by and hereby is empowered to 
issue his Warrant to some principal Inhabitant 
of the said Precinct, requiring him in his 
Majesty's Name to warn and notify the said 
Inhabitants to meet together at such Time and 
Place in said Precinct, as by said Warrant 
shall be appointed, to choose such Officers as 
may be necessary to manage the Affairs of 
said Precinct. And the qualified Inhabitants 
so met, shall be and hereby are empowered to 
choose Precinct Officers accordingly. 
Signed, John Avery, Sec'y 

Secretary of the 
Comm. of Massach. 
May 8, 1772. 

The Inhabitants of this part of the Town, 
in accordance with a warrant of Samuel 
Dexter, named in the Act, met and choose their 
Parish Officers, and thus, with great difficulty 
and at a large expense, attained the object of , 
their wishes and becomes legally the Third 
Precinct or Parish of West Roxbury." (^). 
22 
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It will be seen that Mr. Femberton's name 
does not appear among those recorded here, 
for the reason that he was a member of the 
First Parish of Roxbury, and was not yet 
privileged to separate himself, though he with 
others had presented their petition for separa- 
tion at about the same time that the Second 
Church was petitioned to release the above 
mentioned families. But in Mr. Femberton's 
case consent was longer withheld. The First 
Parish was in no need of money, so could not 
be influenced by an offer of payment as was 
the Second Parish, and therefore it must have 
been purely a matter of principle which caused 
them to refuse to grant the petition for more 
than two years, and they might, it is credible, 
have withheld consent longer, had not the 
Great and General Court brought the struggle 
to a close by granting an Act of separation, 
and enlarging the bounds of the Parish.* 

Nine more families were thus added to the 
Third Parish and Mr. Femberton became a 
member of the church he had built. 

One more generous act of his should be 
mentioned, the gift of a parsonage. The land 
next to the church had been leased by Joshua 
23 
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Loring, Esq., from the Eliot School Trustees, 
Joseph Weld, Ebenezer Gore, John Weld and 
Edward Child, in 1760, for the term of sixty- 
years next ensuing, paying therefore " the 
annual Rent of six Spanish mill'd Dollars Thro 
the said term," which price was afterwards 
lessened as the measurements were not as 
large as stated. The lease of this land was 
purchased by Benjamin Pemberton, Esq., in 
1772, making with the church land one acre. 
A house standing upon the land had been 
moved there by Commodore Loring from 
where the Greenough house now stands, at the 
time he built the present commodious dwelling. 
This house Mr. Pemberton purchased with the 
lease of the land and it was occupied by the 
pastors of the church, until 1854, when it was 
sold. The house and land cost Mr. Pemberton 
£333.-6s.-8d, which with all he had done 
before made his gifts not less than $5,000.00, 
a surprising sum in those days. 

While all the petitioning and discussion 
recorded above were going on, services were 
being held in the new meeting house, and on 
July 6, 1772, the Rev. William Gordon was 
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installed as pastor, he having already preached 
to the society for one year. On this occasion 
he preached the sermon himself, " from I. 
Chronicles IX., 36 " verse, " I therefore so run, 
not uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that 
breatheth the air. But I keep under my body, 
and bring it into subjection, lest that by any 
means, when I have preached to others, I 
myself should be cast away." (3). 

Dr. Gordon was a man of individual char- 
acter, " taking an active part in public meas- 
ures." He was a native of Hitchin, England, 
and had " been settled over a large independent 
society in Ipswich, England, and more recently 
at Old Gravel Lane, Wapping," (') before 
coming to this country. " His partiality to the 
cause of American liberty induced him to 
emigrate in 1770," two years before he was 
called to be the first pastor of this church. His 
" manners were rude and blunt, and his warmth 
of temper and lack of prudence and judgment," 
(}) often embroiled him in quarrels, some of 
which affected the future of our church. A 
man of high principle, we must admire the 
courage which brought him to this country 
at such a time, and made him espouse the cause 
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of liberty as if he had been "a native bom 
patriot." A champion of the negro race, he 
was fearless in his denunciation of slavery, 
and wrote "numerous vigorously expressed 
newspaper articles calling attention to the ab- 
surdity as well as injustice of holding them in 
slavery, while carrying on the struggle for lib- 
erty." (S). 

He was " made chaplain to the Provincial 
Congress, May 4, 1775, and that body voted 
him a good horse for the service, also free 
access to all prisoners of war, and commis- 
sioned him to obtain Gov. Hutchinson's letter 
books, then in the hands of Capt. McLane of 
Milton." " The alacrity with which," says Mr. 
J. S. Loring, " Gordon ambled on his gentle 
bay horse for this purpose, in his short breeches 
and buckled shoes, his reverend wig and three 
cornered hat, was worthy the spirit of a native 
born patriot." Later while chaplain to the 
Congress of 1778, he attacked an article of the 
proposed Constitution of Massachusetts, with 
such vigor and imprudence that he was sum- 
marily dismissed from his office. John Adams 
said of him, " He is . . . very zealous in the 
cause, and well meaning, but incautious;. . . a 
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good man but wants a guide." (5). He offended 
Gov. John Hancock, then a summer resident 
of Jamaica Plain, so deeply that he immedi- 
ately removed from the town " and dropped 
all future intercourse with Dr. Gordon." (3) 
(5). He even had a foolish quarrel with Mr. 
Pemberton, to whom he owed his position and 
salary. " The Doctor, calling one morning on 
Mr, Pemberton, fastened his horse to the front 
fence, which had been newly painted. The 
latter requested him to remove him to a tree 
near by, which the Doctor declined doing. Mr. 
Pemberton then called his servant and ordered 
him to do it. Dr. Gordon peremptorily forbade 
him, and, on Mr. Pemberton' s repeating his 
order, left the house. Mr. Pemberton refused 
during his last illness to converse with or see 
the Doctor." (S). 

The stirring days of the Revolution followed 
close upon the establishment of the church, 
and Jamaica Plain must often have been the 
scene of intense feeling and activity. Through 
it the Continental troops passed and repassed, 
and hospitals were established in the Hallowell 
house, the Loring-Greenough house, the Gov- 
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emor Bernard house, in the rear of which 
soldiers were buried. The Meeting House of 
the First Parish was occupied by American 
troops, and during the Siege of Boston, town 
meetings were held in the Jamaica Plain 
church. Again in the spring of 1778, when 
there was an epidemic of small pox in Boston, 
the sessions of the General Court were held 
here, Dr. Gordon officiating as chaplain; "but 
they became offended at his prayers, which 
they thought were rather intended to dictate 
the measures they ought to pursue, than to 
implore the Divine direction of them. They 
therefore dismissed him." (3). 

In the Parish records of 1778 may be read: 
" Voted to Pay Capt. Lemuel May the Sum 
Twelve Pounds which he Pay<* of Procuring 
Men in behalf of ye Precinct to go into The 
Continental Service," and in 1779 are found 
votes to raise the sums of " Fifteen hundred " 
and " Twenty-five hundred Pounds " for " Pro- 
curing this Precinct's Quota of Soldiers for the 
Continental Army and to Defray the Neces- 
sary Charges of ye Precinct." 

Again in June 26, 1780, " Voted to Raise the 
Sum Seventeen Thousand Pounds Lawful 
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Money To Hire this Precinct's Quota of Con- 
tinental Soldiers & all other Draughts the 
Present Year." This vote was later changed 
to two hundred pounds hard money. We may 
judge that each was expected to bear his full 
share of the cost by the following record: 
" Put a Vote whether the inhabitants would 
Excuse Col-. Eleazer Weld from Paying any 
Tax for the Support of the War the Current 
year. Past in the Negative." 

Various notes respecting Dr. Gordon's 
salary also appear, which are interesting and 
show the great depreciation of the Continental 
money. Dr. Gordon was engaged at a salary 
of £54.-6s.-8d. for the first year, and each of 
the three succeeding years £4.-8s.-iid. were 
to be added. Also " all unmarked money that 
is from time to time put in the Boxes, be & is 
a free Gift to said Rev. Mr. William Gordon." 
Besides his salary, it was voted in 1772 " to 
Supply Rev. Mr. William Gordon Annually 
with Twenty One Cords of Wood." 

Oct. 4, 1773, "Voted (that) Whereas the 

Precinct is now Enlarged, by a number of the 

Inhabitants of the East Parish, or Precinct, in 

said Roxbury together with their Estates, 
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being sett off and affixt to said Third Precinct, 
by the Great and General Court, that they will 
enlarge the Rev. Mr. William Gordon's salary 
by Adding Twenty-six pounds thirteen shil- 
lings & 4d. for the Present year, together with 
a yearly increase upon the said sum, untill it 
amounts to thirty-three pounds, six shillings 
and 8d., and so as finally to complete the sum 
of One Hundred pounds, that was at first pro- 
posed to be settled upon him." 

And " July 6, 1778 Voted to Raife the farther 
Sum of Sixty Pounds To be given our Rev<* 
Doct. William Gordon the Year Ensuing On 
Account Of the Dearnefs of Provifions & 
Other Articles." In 1781 is found the aston- 
ishing vote of £15000 as salary which was 
shortly after changed to £200 hard money, a 
change much better for Dr. Gordon. 

During these years some interesting gifts 
were made to the church. In 1771 John Mory 
gave the clock which still marks the hours in 
our Parish House; but the present face was 
substituted in 1820. 

In 1772 Sir William Pepperell presented a 
Bible for use in the pulpit. 

In 1773 Samuel Scarborough presented a 
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silver tankard " for service at the Communion," 
and also left in his will "the simi of £io to 
the third church in Roxbury." 

In 1777 William Burroughs presented a 
silver tankard, and left by will " £10 to the 
third church in Roxbury to be at interest till 
doubled, and the annual income to be appro- 
priated to such poor members, if such there be, 
as the minister and deacons think best." " He 
gave also, half an acre of land on Burroughs 
Street, so called, on the Plain, for a parsonage, 
provided the parish build a house upon it 
within five years after his death; which not 
being done, the land became forfeited to the 
legal heirs." (3). 

A silver tankard was " presented by 
Ebenezer Pemberton in his will." (^). 

In 1783 Governor Hancock gave the first 
bell. This bell had " been recently taken down 
from the New Brick Church, Boston; it bore 
the inscription " Thomas Lester, of London, 
made me, 1772." Its weight was three hun- 
dred and forty-two pounds, its cost three 
hundred thirty-three dollars and thirty-three 
cents. Hancock proposed at this time to send 
to England for a larger and better bell, but 
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the parish thought best to secure " the bird in 
the hand and it was as well they did." (^). 

In 1777 a movement was started to separate 
from the town of Roxbury, and " At a Meeting 
of the 3** Precinct in Roxbury Lawfully 
Assembled, June 9^-1777 Unanimously Voted 
that the Inhabitants of this Precinct, join with 
the Inhabitants of the Second in this Town to 
present a Petition to the Great and General 
Court, setting fourth the Situation of Said 
Town, & the difficulty in Attending Town 
Meetings, & pray the Hon.'''*^ Court, to Set 
off and incorporate said two Precincts, or 
Parishes into one Distinct & Separate Town, 
or District, by the Name of Washington." No 
further allusion is found to this vote, however. 

On the 14th of March, 1785, it was put to 
vote before a parish meeting " whether the 
Ground Behind the Stable, Shall When 
Wanted, be Appropriated for a Burying Yard 
To Bury the Dead of the Said Parishioners? 
which vote was past in the Affirmative." Dr. 
Gordon had opposed this for some time 
" strenuously, and successfully," for reasons 
of which we must approve the wisdom and 
integrity. He held that it " would injure 
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the known healthiness of the inhabitants, and 
that it ought to be placed in the outskirts of 
the parish, as far as possible from any popu- 
lation," and also contended that the parish 
had no legal right to appropriate land which 
they merely hired of the School Trustees for 
such a purpose. (3). Nor in spite of the 
affirmative vote was it so appropriated until 
after he left the parish in 1786. " The first 
tomb was built in 1811." (3). 

Dr. Gordon's interest in the war led him 
to write a history of the American Revolution 
which he could publish to better advantage in 
England, so on March 17th, 1786, he presented 
his resignation, which was accepted with 
reluctance. He died in England in extreme 
poverty on October 19th, 1807, "at the ad- 
vanced age of 80 years." (3). 

A vacancy in the pulpit of seven years now 
occurred. The late war had impoverished the 
people, and the great patron, Mr. Pemberton, 
had withdrawn his support because of the silly 
quarrel with Dr. Gordon, and had bequeathed 
his whole property, including the church itself, 
and most of the pews in it, in trust for the 
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benefit of the poor of the Town of Boston. 
He had previously promised to leave it to the 
parish for the support of future ministers. (^). 
Thus the pulpit was only occasionally supplied, 
sometimes by a general tax, sometimes by 
subscription, " and very often the doors of the 
church were closed." * An effort was made to 
effect a reunion with the Second Parish for 
one year's trial, provided their minister should 
officiate half the time in this church, but no 
agreement could be reached. 

Before leaving this period a bit of informa- 
tiMi in the old records is worth noting, for it 
shows that youth was considered unruly in 
those more sober days, as it is today. 1778, 
" Voted & Chose Messrs. Ezra Davis, Jun'r, 
Mr. John Adams, and Mr. John Keyes To Seat 
& Take Care of the Boys Up Gallary for The 
Year Ensuing." Similar votes are repeated 
each year for some tipie. 

In 1793 Dr. Thomas Gray, then a young 
man of twenty-one, was called to the church 
and ordained as its pastor on March 27th," be- 
ginning a ministry which was to last for fifty 
years, to see many changes in the people and 
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locality, and bring forth the spirit of a Hberal 
religious thought. He is said to have been 
" social and full of anecdote, greatly beloved 
by his parishioners. As a preacher practical, 
agreeable and often effective. But it was as 
a pastor, in the faithful and affectionate over- 
sight of his flock, that his chief excellence lay." 
In his half century sermon he says of himself, 
"I do not recollect a single instance that I did 
not cheerfully sacrifice self-convenience and 
self-indulgence to the faintest call of sorrow^ 
or of parochial duty, affection or service to the 
humblest of my people, as much as to the most 
exalted; and my most earnest desires and 
efforts have been to promote amongst them 
all a spirit of calm, unostentatious piety to 
God, of love, kindness and goodwill to the 
whole family of man." (3). 

In his funeral sermon, preached at his desire 
by Rev. N. L. Frothingham, it was said:— =■ 
" Fifty-five years were lived within this scene. 
He expended his mind here. He died here. 
He dwelt among his people, and he is now 
' gathered to his people.'' He had no purpose 
or vi^ish that wandered from them. He did 
not seek a great sphere for himself. If the 
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nearest of his kindred drew delight from the 
travel or the residence in foreign lands, he fol- 
lowed with his love only, contented with the 
view that lay around him, and which it cost 
nothing to enjoy. His best travels were those 
of good will from house to house. His chief 
joy was at home, and his whole parish was but 
a wider home. His church was at his door, 
and he never wished it further off." 

To Dr. Gray was voted a salary of " One 
Hundred Pounds together with the Use and 
Improvement of the Parsonage Houfe, to be 
kept in Tenantable repair at the Expense of 
the Parish, with three Acres of Land Adjoin- 
ing, Alfo fifteen Cords of Wood Annually 
Borught to his House." 

Additional sums were voted to him during 
several years " in Consequence of the Extreme 
Deamess of Provisions," and the same custom 
prevailed as with Dr. Gordon of giving him 
the unmarked money put in the boxes. His 
salary remained unchanged until 1804 when 
Dr. Gray asked for an increase. Instead of 
granting this, a present of two hundred dollars 
was voted to him, which vote was repeated 
each succeeding year until 1819, when it was 
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voted that " the Sum of Two Hundred and 
Sixty Six Dollars & Sixty-seven cents in addi- 
tion to the Rev^ Thomas Gray's settlement — 
be made a permanent Salary during the time 
He shali continue to serve as Pastor of the 
Parish." 

The records of this whole period contain 
much that is interesting. They reflect the life 
of a rural parish developing gradually into a 
lai^e and prosperous church body. The 
Parish Records cease to be the records of the 
town or precinct, though certain public sug- 
gestions seem to originate there. They come 
to deal only with the business features of the 
church, and its management, and that of the 
burial ground, though finally this too passes 
from the church control. 

In the Church Records, kept faithfully by 
Dr. Gray's hand are found lists of the mar- 
riages, births, deaths; records of those admit- 
ted to the church in the old conventional 
form; of changes which take place in the 
covenant subscribed to by those becoming 
members, of the gifts presented from time to 
time, and of any special occurrences. Turning 
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orer the old pages the sympathetic reader 
seems to feel again something of that simple 
life. How much soch a record as " January, 
1806, The Iron Stove was introduced into ottr 
meeting house," tells us. Looking into the 
Parish records for further information about 
this same stove, we find the following vote at 
the annual meeting, March 17, 1806. " Voted 
Unanimously to Except the Generous Present 
of A Stove to the Third Parish in Roxbury 
from Ward N. Boylston, Esq., with Our 
thanks to the Doaner and promise that said 
Stove shall be Only for the Use and Benefit 
of the House of Public Worship and no 
Other." 

In 1810 Dr. John Warren gave a two folio 
Bible, which is still in the possession of the 
church.* 

When Dr. Gray began his ministry the 
parish consisted of fifty-four families. This 
number increased so that there was need of 
enlarging the meeting house. This was done 
in 1820 by the addition of thirteen feet in the 
rear. The square pews in the center were 
changed to long ones, retaining the square 
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pews against the wall. By means of this addi- 
tion thirty new pews were obtained, besides 
ten in the gallery. A new pulpit was put in 
and the whole church repaired within and 
without. 

The alteration was the occasion of several 
gifts to the church, " Mrs. Martha Prince, 
wife of John Prince, presented a mahogany 
table (cost $15) besides a fine damask cloth 
and towel for the communion service. — Mrs. 
Abigail, widow of Dr. John Warren, pre- 
sented three mahogany chairs for the same 
object, (cost $15)." — Mrs. Bussey gave a 
suit of red silk curtains for the singers' seats, 
and others contributed to the pulpit trim- 
mings, cushion, etc. On May 29th, 1821, a 
new bell was hung, made by Joseph Revere, of 
Canton. This was paid for partly by ex- 
change of the old bell, partly by overplus of 
money resulting from the sale of the new 
pews. (2). 

In 1825 Mr. Eleazer May sent from Paris, 
France, a large pulpit foHo Bible with the 
following letter addressed to Rev. Thomas 
Gray : — 

39 



^obyGoo»^lc 



Paris, August 8, 1825. 
My dear Sir, 

By the return of your brother and my 
friend, John Gray Esqr, I send, in a case, 
directed to you, a Bible, which I pray you to 
present to your Parish, as a small mark of 
my remembrance, my respect and aflEection. 
I hope you will find it worthy a place in your 
desk. I believe it is the moft handsome and 
moft perfect edition, ever printed in England, 
and decently enough bound. Indeed, except 
at the University, I much doubt if it has its 
equal in the State of Mafsachusetts. I hope 
it will be acceptable, I am happy to present it 
through your medium, and not lefs so, from 
the consideration of your being the first pastor, 
that will make use of it — and long — very 
long may it be, 'ere you refign it, in paying the 
great, inevitable debt of nature. 

Believe me, my dear Sir, most respectfully 
Yours, 

Eben. May." (2). 

In 1821 the trustees of the EHot School 

began the sale of the trust lands, and in 1822 

the parish voted to purchase the land on which 

the church stood, the burial-ground and the 
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parsonage, pa3dng therefore one thousand 
dollars, !' payable in forty years in equal 
installments with Interest Annually." In 1829 
the parish voted to contribute nine hundred 
dollars from its funds toward the liquidation 
of this debt. 

The cemetery or " Burying ground " claimed 
most naturally a large share of the attention 
and care of the parish, and many votes relative 
to the sale of lots and other questions occur 
in the parish records. 

In 1825 it was decided to be " necessary that 
the Burying land should be extended as far as 
the School House Yard." As this land be- 
longed to the parsonage Mr. Gray was asked 
to relinquish it, which he cheerfully did, asking 
" no other compensation than what he derives 
from the pleasure of accommodating his 
friends and parishioners." This was the second 
time he had been asked to give up a part of 
the land connected with the parsonage, and 
both times he did so in the most willing man- 
ner. Later in 1833 he records in the church 
book that " The whole cemetery was greatly 
beautified by trees being placed in it, and en- 
closed within an iron railing, obtained partly 
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by subscription, but principally from the 
munificence of a generous individual." This 
individual was Mrs. Maria F. Grreenough, later 
Mrs. Sumner. The Parish Records of 1834 
say "Voted, that the grateful acknowledg- 
ments of the Parish be presented to Mrs. 
Maria F. Greenough for the very generous and 
spirited exertions, which have resulted in the 
donation to the Community of an useful, dur- 
able and highly ornamental iticlosure for the 
Grave Yard." 

The Sunday School was formed in May, 
1829, under Miss Lucretia Williams as Super- 
intendent. An annual contribution was taken 
up for its support, amounting for many years 
to about thirty dollars ■'— sometimes a little 
more, sometimes a little less. 

The enlarged church seems to have pros- 
pered, and Dr. Gray to have had an attraction 
for people outside his own parish, for in 1829 
the somewhat surprising entry appears, 
" Voted, that the Parish Committee be Auth- 
orised to enquire — - By what tenure Those 
individuals belonging to other Societies hold 
their Pews in this house -^ and whether the 
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same can be lawfully taxed for the support of 
Religious Worship in this House — " 

That it was not always easy to collect the 
taxes, is however suggested by a vote of April, 
1829," " That a discount of 3 p" Cent be made 
to those who shall pay their Tax on or before 
the i^* of September." 

This again evidently proved unsatisfactory, 
and in the call for a parish meeting in January 
1830 is the clause: "To Act, and determine 
on the expedience of authorizing the Parish 
Committee to petition the Legislature for an 
Act of Incorporation Authorizing all future 
Parochial expenses to be defrayed by afsefs- 
ment on the Pews situated on the lower floor 
of the Meeting house." It was voted to present 
this petition, and in March of the same year 
the General Court authorized the taxation, 
with the provision that " those only whose 
Pews in the Meeting house of the said Parish 
are taxed shall be deemed legal Voters." 

A valuation of the pews was made, and it 

may be here noted that the pew of Mr. 

Benjamin Bussey was valued at $770; that of 

Mr. David S. Greenough at $400, of Mrs. 
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Boylston and Joseph Curtis at $300; and of 
John Prince, John Amory, Mrs. Warren, Mrs. 
Andrews at $222; other valuations being con- 
siderably lower. The estimated expenses 
were; 

Dr. Gray's salary $600.00 

Fuel 100.00 

Sexton 52.00 

Clerk and Treasurer 15.00 

Musick 75-00 

Repairs 50.00 

$892.00 
A tax of nine per cent was placed on the 
pews. In subsequent years this was raised to 
ten per cent, fifteen per cent, and in 1839 to 
twenty per cent. In this latter year it was 
" Voted, that the Gallery pews be appraised by 
the Parish Committee and taxed." 

More than a passing mention should be 
made of Mr. Bussey, who for many years was 
a prominent member of the church and com- 
munity, and whose legacy of his valuable 
estate to Harvard College will keep his name 
a familiar one to future residents of Jamaica 
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Plain. Mr. Bussey began life as a poor boy, 
and in his youth served in the army, passing 
through the campaigns of Ticonderoga and 
Saratoga. In business his ability, " industry 
and strict honesty, brought prosperity," He 
bought the estate of Col. Eleazer Weld in 1806, 
and in 1815 he built the fine mansion which 
still stands there, and where he lived until his 
death at the advanced age of eighty-five years. 
The old farm house of the Weld family in 
which it is said that Deacon Ezra Davis once 
lived, stood at the back of " Bussey Moun- 
tain," so called, and has only recently been 
destroyed by fire. Among the anecdotes of 
Mr. Bussey which have survived to this day 
are those which tell of his driving to church 
with his family in a yellow coach drawn by 
four fine horses ; of his pew which had a canopy 
over it, and of his " unusual but very gracious 
habit of bowing to the people near him on all 
sides before taking his seat." (*). 

The acquisition of an organ in 1832, pur- 
chased by subscription, is a matter of such 
importance as to be recorded by Dr. Gray at 
length and in detail, the pleasure taken in it 
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breathes in the sentences, written we may 
fancy immediately after the church service. 

" Roxbury — Sunday, July 22'*, 1832. On 
this morning was played by Dr. Thomas Gray 
Jun/ the elegant Organ introduced the past 
week into our Church, for the first time, when 
an Appropriate discourse was delivered on the 
occafion to a very full house by the Pastor 
Thomas Gray from Pfalms 18*, s*"" vs, & 150* 
Pfalm 4* vs. " Sing unto the Lord with the 
harp, with the harp, & the voice of a Pfalm. 
Praise him with ftringed instruments and 
Organs." The 47* Pfalm c. m. 48* Pfa. c. m. 
& 150 1. m. Belknaps Collection were fung, in 
Concert with the Organ, which is pronounced 
by all judges, to be of a very Superior quality. 
It cost One Thousand Dollars." («). 

Then follows a Hst of the subscribers, and 
it is seen that Mr. Bussey subscribed $250 
while $60 is the largest amount given by any- 
one else. 

Dr. Thomas Gray, Jr., played the organ for 
two years, and for some years following record 
is made of the organist, always a volunteer. 

It may be of interest to quote two letters 
from the Parish Records of 1835. " Voted, 
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unanimously, that the thanks of the Parish be 
presented to Miss Laura Greenough, for her 
kind, constant and valuable assistance in 
gratuitously presiding at the Organ. It was 
also unanimously voted that the sum of 
twenty-five dollars be invested by the Parish 
Committee in some offering To be made to 
her, as a slight expression of the sincere 
respect and regard which are entertained 
for her by this Society." To which Miss 
Greenough replied: "I accept with grateful 
pleasure the thanks of the Society, but beg 
leave respectfully to decline receiving any 
present. It was but a small service rendered, 
in the performance of which I had unalloyed 
pleasure. Why not let us remain, then, as we 
seem to be, mutually obliged? for I cannot 
but acknowledge that anything more would 
destroy all reminiscences of the pleasure I may 
have given, and lay me under a great obliga- 
tion, to which I feel my services were entirely 
inadequate." 

In 1807 appears the first payment for music 

when fifty dollars is appropriated for " the 

Singing Society." No further appropriation 

appears until 1815 when one hundred dollars 
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" for the further Instruction of the Singing 
Society " is authorized. In 1826 eighty-five 
dollars is allowed for the " Chorister." From 
this beginning can be followed the increasing 
importance of music in the church service, 
until the highly developed choir of the present 
day appears. 

In 1837 a " Parish Religious Library " was 
formed, the books being kept in the parsonage, 
where they could be obtained at stated hours. 
This was merged with the " Eliot Social 
Library " in 1846, under the name of the 
" Eliot Parish Library." The minister, Mr. 
Gray, was librarian, and for ten years there 
are records of the library, made at regular 
meetings. It was partly supported by an 
annual church contribution and contained 
eleven hundred volumes. In 1858 the church 
interest in the library was given up, and the 
books donated to the " Eliot Library Associa- 
tion " for the benefit of the Town of West 
Roxbury. 

The external changes and happenings re- 
corded above were slight in comparison with 
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the change of religious attitude which the 
society underwent during Dr. Gray's ministry. 
Without division, without apparent realiza- 
tion of what was happening, guided by his 
gentle, tolerant spirit, the society gradually 
slipped the yoke of the old strict orthodoxy, 
and found itself shoulder to shoulder with the 
early Unitarian churches. A record of more 
open invitation to the communion service, (*) 
and of relaxation in the form of becoming 
church members, is all there is to show the 
new outlook of religious thought; but the 
invitations to participate in the ordination of 
Unitarian ministers, the entry of the word 
Unitarian upon the church books tell the tale 
of change. 

No longer does such an entry as the follow- 
ing appear on the pages of the Church book; 
" 1774. Feb. 20. The Church being desired 
to stay, it was mentioned to appoint some of 
the brethren to converse with Mrs. Margaret 
Brewer who had desired to be received into 
the Church, & Deacon Joseph Brewer & Mr. 
Ezra Davis, Sr., were appointed. 

Feb. 27. Deacon Joseph Brewer & Mr. 
Ezra Davis Sr. having made report to the 
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Church, Mrs. Margaret Brewer was voted to 
be rec"* into the Church." 

March 6. Mrs. Margaret Brewer was rec** 
into the Church." (i). 

Instead, in 1831 it was voted; "that upon 
application to the Pastor, and he being satisfied 
of his or her moral & religious qualifications, 
signing of the Church covenant shall be 
deemed sufficient to constitute that person a 
member of this Church in full communion, 
without the previous form of propounding or 
having the covenant publickly administered. 
Covenant to be signed is as follows: In the 
presence of Almighty God, we, whofe names 
are hereunto subfcribed, declare our serious 
belief in the divine authority of the Holy 
Scriptures, as the only rule of our religious 
faith and practice, and promise to conform to 
them in that Sense which appears to us to be 
their purpofe and design. And uniting our- 
selves, as we hereby do, to the church of Jesus 
Christ, we resolve by our lives and example, 
to recommend his ordinances to universal 
obfervance and attachment." (3). 

In 1840, the Baptist Society was formed, and 
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in 1841 the Episcopal church was established. 
Writing of these, Dr. Gray says : " Both 
societies carry with them our kind feelings and 
prayers for their spiritual improvement, for 
their success in doing good, and promoting the 
cause and interests of our common master. 
We are perfectly willing that everyone may 
worship God as seemeth meet unto him, as we 
do ourselves." (3). 

Before Dr, Gray's long and happy ministry 
came to an end he asked for a colleague, offer- 
ing to resign his salary in favor of one. A 
kindred spirit was found in Mr. George 
Whitney, his son-in-law, a young man who it 
was hoped would succeed him, but who died 
greatly lamented in 1842. Dr. Gray resumed 
the parish duties, but his failing strength 
would not permit him to continue them long 
alone, and in 1843 Mr. Joseph Alien became 
his colleague. 

Some unrecorded cause led Mr. Allen to 
resign abruptly in February, 1847, and the last 
record in the old church book is to that effect. 

Dr. Gray died in June of the same year — 
1847 — and was buried in the graveyard back 
of the church, according to his express wish. 
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He had been urged to permit his interment at 
Mount Auburn, but was strongly opposed to 
any such plan, wishing to lie in death near the 
places he had loved in life — his home and his 
church. 

The following year Mr. Grindall Reynolds 
was invited to become the minister at a salary 
of one thousand dollars. In accepting the call 
he requested that provision be made for a 
vacation of four to six weeks each year, during 
which the pulpit would be supplied by the 
Parish, saying that " the granting of such re- 
laxation has become almost universal." 

Mr. Reynolds did not live in the parsonage. 
This had been offered to Dr. Gray's family 
after the death of the latter and was occupied 
by them until 1851, and in " 1854 was sold and 
removed to South Street " says Drake, 
" adorned for the sacrifice with a coat of 
yellow paint, and it became the habitation of 
Irish families. A few years later its gentility 
was lowered still another peg, and it again 
took up the line of march — this time towards 
the gas house, where it still remains on the 
West side of Keyes Street, but bearing no 
resemblance to its former self." 
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That some dissatisfaction was beginning 
to be felt with the old church is apparent, for 
in October, 1843, t^^ Parish Committee was 
" instructed to cause a thorough examination 
of the frame of the Meeting House to be made, 
especially and particularly the timber and 
joist under the lower floor and report the state 
and condition thereof." In November it was 
voted " that during the cold season the side 
doors of the Meeting-house be kept closed, and 
the front door only be used for the passing in 
and out of the congregation." The Committee 
reported that " inasmuch as there is at present 
no want of additional pew accommodation, 
they recommend the indefinite postponement 
of any alterations in the Meeting-house; " but 
the subject was recurrent and in April, 
1851, " Voted — that a Committee of Seven 
be chosen to ascertain the minds of the 
pew-holders in regard to altering or re- 
building the Meeting house and to report 
thereon. 

May II, 1851. Your Committee believe 

that the welfare of the parish, the prosperity 

of the Sunday School, and the comfort and 

convenience of the Society will be promoted by 
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the increased accommodation afforded by a 
neatly and economically arranged church," 
and the report further states " The value of 
the parish land is estimated at $5000, and if 
to this sum, the proprietors, and those who 
propose to become such will add $6000 in 
cash — making $11000 in all, you can have a 
neat, commodious, well lighted, well heated 
and well ventilated church." 

The result of this report was, that to raise 
the necessary funds the Parish Committee 
were authorized to sell the Parsonage, and 
" so much of the real estate of the Parish as 
may not be needed for the new meeting house," 
and it was voted that " an assessment of six 
thousand dollars be laid on the Proprietors of 
this house, according to the value of the 
Pews." 0). 

Nothing was done, however, for two years, 
during which the proposed cost was increased 
from eleven to fourteen thousand, and then to 
twenty-one thousand dollars, and a contract 
at last signed in 1853 for twenty-one thousand, 
eight hundred dollars. 

The actual cost however was thirty-two 
thousand, two hundred and twenty-four dol- 
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lars and nineteen cents. This included a new 
bell, a new organ and a new iron fence. (*) 

The old church was moved across the street 
to the spot where Eliot Hall now stands. It 
was remodelled as a stable, and was nearly 
completed, when on May 24th, 1853, it was 
destroyed by fire — supposed by some to have 
been the act of an incendiary to save it from 
the use to which it was destined. 

During the construction of the new church 
the Baptist Society offered the hospitality of 
their building, which was accepted for fifteen 
months. To express appreciation of this 
" enlarged Christian Charity " a Communion 
Service was presented to that Society as a 
" testimony of grateful feelings " and only two 
years later an opportunity came to return this 
hospitality in kind, for the Baptist Church was 
destroyed by fire, and the Society was offered 
the use of this church, half of every Sunday. 

The Corner Stone of the new church was 
laid June 6, 1853. A box was placed in the 
stone and contains the following documents 
and memoranda: 

I. A Paper stating that the Old House was 
erected by Benjamin Pemberton Esqr. in the 
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year 1769 & 70 — enlarged in 1820 — removed 
April 1853. Comer Stone of the New House 
laid June 6, 1853. Also the names of 
Franklin Pierce, President of the United 

States. 
John H. Cliflford, Governor of Massachusetts. 
Grindall Reynolds, Pastor of the Society. 

Joseph M. Weld I _ , . ^, . 

. , ^, ., . } Deacons of the Church. 

Abner Childs \ 

Francis C. Head ) 

Melancthon Smith / Parish Committee. 

Thomas W. Seaverns ) 

Francis C. Head 

George F. Weld 

Melancthon Smith v „ . . ^ 

William Evans / Bmldmg Committee. 

Samuel Jackson 
Thomas W. Seaverns ) 
Nathl. Y. Bradlee, Architect. 
William C. Poland, Contractor. 
William R. Huston, Carpenter. 
Obadiah F. Adams, Stone Mason. 

2. A list of all the heads of the families in 
the Parish. 
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A list of the qualified Voters in West 
Roxbury. 

Dr. Thomas Gray's Half Century Ser- 
mon. 

Rev. Frederick T. Gray's Sermon on the 
occasion of leaving the old House. 

Rev. Grindal Reynold's Sermon on same 
occasion. 

7. Picture of the Old Meeting House. 

8. Order of Exercises on the occasion of 

laying the Comer Stone of the New 
House. 

9. An old Deed, date 1644, Robt. Wing to 

Ralph Mason — Mason deeded same to 
Robt. Harris 1655 — Contributed by L. 
M. Harris. 

10. Unitarian Register & Almanac 1853. 

11. Massachusetts Annual Register 1853. 

12. Christian Regr. May 28 & June 5, 1853. 

13. Christian Enquirer Do. Do. 

14. Boston Daily Advertiser May 25 & June 

6, 1853. 

15. Boston Daily Post June 6, 1853. 

16. American Coins, viz: i Half Dollar — i 

Quarter Dollar — i Dime — i Half 
Dime — I Three Cent Piece. 
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17- The following copied from the Town 
Records ; 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
In the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty one. 

An Act to incorporate the Town of West 
Roxbury. 

House of Representatives, May 23, 1851, 
passed to be enacted. 

N. P. Banks, Jr., Speaker. 
In Senate May 24, 1851, Passed to be 
enacted. 

Henry Willson, President. 
May 24, 1851. 

Approved Geo. S. Boutwell. 
First Town Warrant issued by 
Nathl. Curtis Esqr. May 26, 1851. Signed 
Luther M. Harris, Justice of the Peace. 

First Town Meeting held at Tafts Hall, 
Tuesday, June 3, at 9 o'clock A. M." (}). 

Then follows a list of the first town officers 
chosen and also those chosen for 1853. 

Strangely enough there is no record of the 
opening of the new church for services, but the 
following account of the Dedication was found 
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in a file of The Christian Register for 1854: 
"On Thursday, June 15, the new church 
erected by the Unitarian Society in Jamaica 
Plain was solemnly dedicated to the worship 
of Almighty God. . . The church was filled to 
its utmost capacity, and settees were placed in 
all the aisles. The exercises were as follows: 
Voluntary on the organ; Chant; Introductory 
Prayer by Rev. Mr. Whitney of Brighton, a 
brother of a former pastor; Selections from 
Scriptures by Rev. Mr. Wilson of West Rox- 
bury; Hymn; Dedicatory Prayer by Rev. Mr. 
Robbins of Boston; Hymn; Sermon by the 
Pastor, Rev. Mr. Reynolds ; Concluding 
Prayer by Rev. Mr. Lincoln of the Baptist 
Church in Jamaica Plain, whose Christian 
hospitality our Unitarian friends had enjoyed 
while this new church was in process of erec- 
, tion. Mr. Reynolds' text was in Ezra, V. 11. 
" We are the servants of the God of Heaven 
and earth, and build the house which was 
builded these many years ago." It opened with 
an allusion to the first settlers of the place, 
who, on that very spot, erected a house of 
worship many years ago, and led to the 
thought that the house was not yet builded, 
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though the workmen had completed their 
labors. The house would not be builded until 
every stone had become sacred by the sublime 
idea of worship, and significant of a spiritual 
training and progress then carried on." 

The clock in the church tower was the gift 
of Captain Charles Brewer in 1854, and in 1858 
Mr. John L. Low gave a clock for the interior 
of the church. 

Probably it was not far from this time that 
the spirit of change possessed men's minds, and 
a desire for new things so overcame sentiment 
and reverence for what was old that a lament- 
able piece of vandalism was committed, and all 
the old silver tankards, flagons and cups, given 
in such loving spirit for the church service, 
were melted down and made over in modern 
patterns! An irrevocable loss for posterity, 
and much resented at the time — it is said — 
by many members of the parish. Fortunately 
Dr. Gray left a description of the old silver in 
the Church Book, as follows: 

" 1819. List of Plate for Communion 
Service, the property of the Third Church in 
Roxbury." 
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I Large Silver Tankard, rather round, than 
spiral top; marked "The gift of Benjamin 
Pemberton, Esqr. to the Third Church of 
Christ in Roxbury." 

I Common sized spiral top Tankard, marked 
" The Gift of Mr. Samuel Scarborough to the 
Third Church of Christ in Roxbury. 1773." 

1 Common sized Tankard, top rather round, 
than spiral, marked " The gift of Dea." Nath 
Weld to the Third Church of Christ in 
Roxbury. 1801." 

1 Flat toped Tankard, marked "The gift 
of William Burroughs to the Third Church of 
Christ in Roxbury. 1777." 

2 Silver beer cups ; each marked, " Gift of 
Elizabeth Gray to the Church on Jamaica 
Plain, June 10, 1799. rSoi." 

I Silver Tankard, presented by Ebenezer 
Pemberton in his will. 

Two large elegant Silver Flaggons " Pre- 
sented by Benjamin Bufsey to the Third 
Church of Christ in Roxbury, now under the 
Pastoral Care of Rev^ Docf Gray. July 
1831," inscribed on them. (2). 

Mr. Reynolds resigned in 1858, and in 1859. 
61 



^obyGoo»^lc 



Dr. James W. Thompson became the minister, 
— coming from Salem, where he had been 
settled for more than twenty-five years. 

Early in his ministry, the Civil war broke 
out, bringing the years of public strain and 
private anxiety and loss. 

Yet a few items of church interest may be 
noted. In 1862 (April 4th.) it was voted " that 
the Corporate name be changed to The First 
Unitarian Society of Jamaica Plain." Also 
voted " That the Committee be authorized to 
apply to the next Legislature." But at the 
Annual Meeting the following year, April 20, 
1863, the Committee reported that the petition 
had been presented and withdrawn " before 
any action thereon," for reasons, which are, 
briefly, as follows : " Objections by very many 
to a sectarian name, among them the opinions 
of several of the oldest clergymen of our 
denomination: and against changing the name 
of so long established a Society : also, the desire 
of our own Pastor to retain the more liberal 
and broad term." 

Therefore in the year 1864, the following act 
of the Legislature appears; "The Congrega- 
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tional Society of the Third Parish in Roxbury 
shall hereafter be called and known by the 
name of the First Congregational Society of 
Jamaica Plain." (Passed February 8, 1864.) 

In 1865, a plan was submitted for building a 
two story vestry back of the church, but this 
was abandoned and Eliot Hall * was leased for 
Parish purposes. Here the Sunday School 
met, and Parish meetings were held until our 
present Parish House was built in 189a 

In 1866, Mr. George F. Woodman presented 
" a beautiful and ample national flag " to the 
Society " on the occasion of the death of our 
martyred and lamented President, Abraham 
Lincoln." 

During the years immediately following the 
war, the Society was in a very prosperous con- 
dition. In 1868 the records show that out of 
one hundred and twenty pews the Parish 
owned but seven, two of these being free for 
the minister and the sexton, and every pew 
was taken. The running expenses were paid 
from taxes and pew rents, and there were 
$537.00 surplus in the treasury. There were 
twenty-one sheds for horses, every one taken. 
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In 1871 the church was altered by removing 
the high pulpit, and reducing the gallery, 
which formerly extended across the entire 
lower end of the church, to a simple choir loft. 
The walls were painted with stencilled designs, 
in a style then much in favor, and windows of 
stained glass were put in. It was greatly 
admired at the time, which shows how subject 
the human eye and mind are to change their 
conception of beauty. 

The tower of the church was also changed. 
Originally battlemented, the battlements were 
removed and the tower heightened and this 
being unsatisfactory it was again changed in 
1893, the cost being defrayed by a generous 
parishioner, t 

In 1875 the Rev. Charles F. Dole came to 
be Dr. Thompson's colleague, bringing to the 
church the inquiring thought and independent 
opinion of a mind newly released from strict 
orthodox ideas. The death of Dr. Thompson 
in 1881 left Mr. Dole in sole charge. The suc- 
ceeding years have seen many changes in 
Jamaica Plain which have had their marked 

t Mr.Robert C, Billingi. 
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effect upon the church. From a suburban 
town containing iliany large estates, and a dis- 
tinct local life, it has become a part of the City 
of Boston, and lost its individual character. 
The population is now largely fluctuating, 
living in rented houses or apartments, and few 
people care to own pews in the church. 

The formation of the Congregational Union 
by Mr. Dole's desire in 1890, has partly over- 
come the difficulties which might arise from 
this circumstance, for the various matters 
which concern the church are laid before this 
organization, which has become the represen- 
tative body of the Society, acting also as a 
medium for the Social life, and for the spread- 
ing of information in regard to the religious 
extension work of the church. 

A few words should be said about the special 
work of the women of the church. There is 
an old record book of the " Ladies' Benevolent 
Society," which was formed Dec. 3rst, 1844, 
and which held regular meetings, and dis- 
pensed charities among the poor until war 
time, when the records cease, after an entry 
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stating that " the energies of all are taxed to 
work for the Soldiers in the field, and the sick 
in the hospitals." After the war a Sewing 
Circle was formed called the Thompson Circle, 
and this in time was merged in the 
" Woman's Auxiliary AUiance " in i888. A 
branch of the Post Office Mission was formed 
in 1886 by Mrs. Thomas B. Frothingham and 
Miss Ellen C. Morse assisted by Miss Eliza 
Brewer. Today the mission has correspond- 
ents in every state in the Union, besides many 
in distant lands. 

The Cheerful Letter work was begun in 1894 
under Miss Agnes Homes and Miss Mary F. 
Gill, and now sends Hterature and letters to 
correspondents in thirty states. 

As has been said, Eliot Hall was leased and 
used for Parish purposes until 1890. The need 
of increased accommodations and the wisdom 
of having a building owned by the church and 
adequate to the various requirements of the 
Society had been the subject of discussion for 
some time before this, and in April, 1888, a 
Committee was appointed to arrange for such 
a building. 

The appeal for the requisite funds met with 
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instant response, and within six weeks nearly 
twenty thousand dollars were subscribed, in 
amounts ranging from fifteen hundred to less 
than one dollar — children, as well as grown 
people, joining in the contribution. In addi- 
tion to this, the women of the church raised 
a fund to provide the interior furnishings, and 
a number of special gifts were made. Among 
these may be mentioned the painting of the 
" Last Supper," given by Mrs. Louise 
Williams, the bas-relief of the " Singing Boys," 
from Mrs. Henry D. Morse, the memorial 
window to Mr. Abraham O. Bigelow, a large 
photograph picture of the " Sistine Madonna " 
from Mrs. A. Davis Weld, and several photo- 
graph portraits of former ministers from Mr. 
George W. Harris. 

Among the records no mention can be 
found of the acquisition of the beautiful marble 
baptismal font, yet it doubtless should be in- 
cluded in the list of gifts to the church, though 
at a period long antedating the present. 

The report of the Standing Committee for 

1890 says " The completion of the new Parish 

House has supplied a want long felt and we 

can well congratulate ourselves upon obtain- 
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ing a building, so admirably adapted to our 
needs, at a cost kept absolutely within the sum 
subscribed. To the energy, enthusiasm and 
business tact of Mr. Charles B. Cumings, 
Chairman of the Building Committee, this is 
lai^ely due." 

The first legacies since 1777 have recently 
been made to the church. Under the will of 
Sarah H. Henry, allowed February 19, 1903, 
the Society received a gift of two thousand 
dollars unrestricted in its use; and under the 
will of Frances W. French, allowed September 
5, 1907, the Society received five hundred dol- 
lars, " to be used according to said (Parish) 
Committee's judgment for the best interest of 
said Society." 

George W. Harris, in his will allowed 
October ri, 1906, in Article 6, bequeathed to 
the Society the sum of five thousand dollars 
in trust to be applied to the support of the 
church and salary of the Minister, and placing 
in the church a substantial tablet with the 
inscription " In memory of Lydia M. and 
Ellen W. Harris in whose names a fund was 
left for the support of the church," and the 
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sum of five hundred dollars for tablets in 
memory of William Gordon, D. D. First 
Minister, Thomas Gray, D. D., Rev. George 
Whitney, Rev. Joseph Henry Allen, Rev. 
Grindall Reynolds, Rev. James Thompson." 
It is probable however that owing to the fact 
that the estate did not equal in value Mr. 
Harris' expectations, and that according to the 
terms of the will many legacies were payable 
before the one to this Society, there will be no 
property left out of which to satisfy our 
bequest. This is to be regretted for Mr. Harris 
was the organist of the church for thirty-seven 
year (from 1848 to 1885) and gave not only 
faithful professional services, but the devotion 
of a rarely generous and sympathetic nature , 
to the interests of the Society. 

The hand of renovation has once more been 
needed in the church, and this time has been 
used in a spirit of studied simpHcity, the work 
being completed during the summer of 1907. 
The memorial windows recall familiar forms 
once identified with the Society, and bear 
names which may well stand in the light for 
future generations to read. 
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The founders of our church would find 
almost nothing familiar to them if they came 
back to us, yet who shall say that the spirit 
which moved them is no more! Rather let us 
feel that it still lives in equal fervor though 
differently expressed, and that those who 
framed the ancient Covenant with which our 
old church book opens, could repeat with us 
our motto of today " In the love of truth and 
in the Spirit of Jesus Christ, we join for the 
worship of God, and the Service of men." 
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APPENDIX. 

Note I. (Page i6). 

" During Mr. Pemberton's life he sold 
twenty-three pews at $83.33 each, and after his 
decease the Overseers of the Poor of the town 
of Boston, to whom he bequeathed a large 
portion of his estate, sold the remaining seven- 
teen to our Society at $25.00 each." (*). 

Note 2. (Page 23). 

" The first record which we have, of any 
attempt on the part of Benjamin Pemberton 
and others to separate from the First Precinct 
is found in a warrant " for a meeting of Free- 
holders and other Inhabitants of the First Pre- 
cinct " dated March 13, 1771, and which was 
called in part, " to Act and Do what may be 
thought best on the Petition of Benjamin 
Pemberton Esq. and others. Praying that so 
many of the freeholders with their Estates may 
be set off, as Shall be Judged Reasonable as 
well as Suffishant (Together with what may be 
obtained in the Precinct of the Town) to make 
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up a Distinct precinct or parish in and about 
the middle of the Town, and where the New 
Meeting house is Erected ; in order to have the 
Pubhc worship of God honorably Supported 
at said meeting house." At the meeting of the 
Freeholders and other Inhabitants of the First 
Precinct held March 27, 1771, in obedience to 
this warrant it was " Voted On the Petition 
of Benjamin Pemberton Esq. and others pray- 
ing for a Committee to Come from the Great 
and General Court to view their circumstances 
and report what ought to be Done for them; 
and the order of the Court thereon, Voted to 
Choose a Committee to make answer to said 
Petition, and Voted, said Committee to consist 
of seven persons. Voted that Col. Joseph 
Williams, Mr. Nath'l Felton, Mr. Aaron Davis, 
Isaac Winslow Esq., Mr. Noah Perrin, Lt. Nath'l 
Ruggles and Doctor Thomas Williams be 
the Committee. At a meeting held " Nov- 
ember ye 25, 1771," A second petition from 
Benjamin Pemberton Esq. and Others to be 
set off was considered, and on question 
whether it should be granted, " it was Passed " 
(we read) " in the negitive by a verry unani- 
mous vote." March 26, 1772, The First Precinct 
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refused to abate the taxes of Benjamin 
Pemberton Esq. and others, either for the past 
or the future. June 8, 1772, It was again voted 
not to grant the petition of Benjamin Pem- 
berton Esq. and others to be set off. June 17, 
1772, At a meeting of the First Precinct 
"Voted they would choose a Committee to 
make answer to the Petition of Benjamin 
Pemberton Esq. and others, now pending at 
the General Court. Voted that said Com- 
mittee Consist of Seven Persons. Then Voted 
the Committee be Desired to Confer with 
Benjamin Pemberton Esq. and other of the 
Petitioners^inorder to Receive proposals for an 
accommodation and to make Report." " Fry- 
day June ye 22nd. 1772. The Prect. met by 
adjournment and after hearing the Verry 
Extreordinary Demands of the Petitioners the 
meeting was dissolved." March 24, 1773, A 
Committee of five persons was appointed by 
the First Precinct " to treat with Petitioners 
in order (if it may be) to some accommoda- 
tion." At a meeting held April 23, 1773, The 
. Committee " Reported they had met with Sura 
of the Petitioners twice, but, had not been able 
to accommodate any agreement; and after 
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Sum Debate it was proposed to Choose a Com- 
mittee further to treat with them In order to 
accommodate an agreement (if it may be) and 
to make report at the farther adjournment of 
this meeting." May 3, 1773, The First Pre- 
cinct again declined to set off Benjamin 
Pemberton Esq. and others, or to abate their 
taxes. Sometime in this month of May the 
General Court brought this long struggle to a 
close by granting the following Act ; a struggle 
which betokens no particular illiberality on the 
part of the members of the First Precinct, 
inasmuch as they acted strictly in accordance 
with the spirit of the times, in which they 
lived, but their action does certainly show and 
that most vividly, how different were the 
views of our fathers on the subject of liberty 
in Church worship from those which we 
cherish. 

An Act passed by the Great and General 
Court, or Assembly of his Majesty's Province, 
of the Massachusetts Bay, in New England; 
Begun and held at Boston, upon Wednesday, 
the twenty sixth Day of May 1773. 

1773 Anno Regni Regis GEORGII Tertii 
Decimo Tertio. 
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650 Persons and Estates in Roxbury set off. 
Chap. VIII. 

An Act for setting off certain Persons and 
Estates, lying within the Bounds of the first 
Precinct in Roxbury, to the third Precinct in 
the said Town. 

Be it enacted by the Governor, Council, 
and House of Representatives, That 
Benjamin Pemberton Esq., Benjamin May, 
John WilUams, Ebenezer May, Jeremiah Parker, 
and Lemuel May, with their Families and such 
Parts of their Estates as lie between Jamaica 
Pond, so called, and the Town Road leading 
from Gamblin's End to Rocky Swampt. Also, 
the Estates of John Troutbeck, Jonathan 
Williams and Samuel Austin, lying within the 
Bounds above-mentioned, with the Families 
that do now or may hereafter dwell on the 
Estates aforesaid, of each and every of the 
Persons in this Act before mentioned, be, and 
hereby are set off from the First Precinct in 
the Town of Roxbury, and annexed to the 
third Precinct of the said Town, and shall 
there do Duty, and receive Privilege as other 
Inhabitants of the same Precinct, to all 
Intents and Purposes whatsoever. 
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The foregoing Act, with others was pub- 
lished June 29, 1773. A true Copy Attest, 
from a printed Act, 



Secretary of the 
Comm. of Massa. 



Signed, 

John Avery, Sec'y. 



Such is the simple account of the steps by 
which we came into legal existence as a parish . 
I hardly know which is the more remarkable 
— the difficulties which attended the enter- 
prise, or the persevering effort with which they 
were met, or the princely generosity of Mr. 
Pemberton which supplied every deficien- 
cy." (*). 

Note 3. (Page 34). 

" 1st April 13th 1786. Put a vote whether 
the Inhabitants would Raise Money by a tax 
on Polls Real, and Personal Estate. Past in 
the Negative. 

2dly Put a vote whether the Inhabitants 
would Raise Money by Subscription. Past in 
the Affirmative. 

3 Then voted that Said Subscription should 

continue for the Term of six months The 
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money so Subscribed to be Put into the Box 
Every Sabbath Each Inhabitant Marking the 
money he Puts into the box The Deacon Take 
an exact Account of the Same as well as of 
the Unmarked Money." 

This plan was continued another five 
months succeeding, but must have been unsat- 
isfactory, for on March 17, 1787 — it was 
" Voted to raise money by a tax on Polls, Real 
and Personal Estate" again. (}). 

There are notes of several taxes being 
abated, showii^ that times were hard. 

Note 4. (Page 38). 

Dr. Warren bought the house formerly 
occupied by Mr. Pemberton about the year 
i8co. It was known for many years as 
" Dr. Warren's Country Seat." For an inter- 
esting description of this house see Drake's 
" Town of Roxbury." 

Note 5. (Page 49)- 

"April 12-1819 — Voted also, unanimously, 
that this church entertaining sentiments of the 
moft perfect charity towards Christians of all 
denominations, do request their Pastor, on 
Communion days, to invite members of other 
churches, in regular ftanding, of all Christian 
77 
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denominations, to partake with them, and that 
this vote be entered upon the Church records, 
as a memorial of their Hberal views and 
fentiments towards all who profefs to live the 
Christian life, by whatever name they may be 
called, or to whatever feet they may belong." 
(2). 

Note 6. (Page 55). 

The fence in front of the church seems to 
have ancient usage for being there, for in 
1807 it was " Voted, to set a fence front of the 
Meeting House from the Corner by the mile 
stone to Mr. Gray's corner leaving a passage 
way next to Mr. Gray's house." 

In May, 1846, again "Voted that in the 
opinion of this meeting it is best to inclose the 
ground in front of the meeting house with a 
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buried in the tomb with his wife in the old 
burying-place, at the foot of Roxbury Street." 
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